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December 22, 2017
 
SEWER ADVICE LETTER NO. 51-S 

TO THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

California-American Water Company (Cal-Am) (U210W) hereby submits for filing the 
following tariff sheets applicable to its Monterey (Monterey County) and Dunnigan 
Waste Water District which are attached hereto: 

C.P.U.C.
Sheet No. Title of Sheet 

Canceling 
Sheet 
No. 

214-S Schedule SA 
Monterey Waste Water District Tariff Area 

ACTIVE SEWER SERVICE 

203-S

215-S Schedule SA 
Monterey Waste Water District Tariff Area 

ACTIVE SEWER SERVICE TO SPCA (Cont’d) 

204-S

216-S Schedule SP 
Monterey Waste Water District Tariff Area 

PASSIVE SEWER SERVICE 

205-S

217-S Schedule No WW-LIRA 
Monterey County Sewer Service 

LOW-INCOME RATEPAYER ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 

206-S

218-S
Schedule WW-DU-1 

Dunnigan District Sewer Tariff 
GENERAL FLAT RATE SERVICE 

193-S

219-S TABLE OF CONTENTS 213-S

Purpose: 
The purpose of this advice letter filing is to implement interim rates in connection with 
Cal-Am’s 2016 General Rate Case (“GRC”) in A.16-07-002 and establish a 2016 GRC 
Interim Rate Memorandum Account for the Monterey (Monterey County) and Dunnigan 
Waste Water District in  Application (A.) 16-07-002. This request is in compliance with 
authorizations of the California Public Utilities Commission as detailed in the Rate Case 
Plan in D. 07-05-062. 

Background: 
Cal-Am filed A. 16-07-002 on July 1, 2016 to increase rates for its Monterey (Monterey 
County) and Dunnigan Waste Water District for 2018.    
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Submission of these tariffs is made in compliance with Paragraph 1 of Page 11 of the 
Rate Case Plan Decision (D.) 07-05-062 which states: 
 

“We conclude that companies experiencing a delay in their GRCs under 
our new RCP may seek a rate modification, subject to refund as set forth 
below, via and advice letter.6  Our adopted procedure is set forth at II(B) 
of the RCP.  Section II(B) also sets forth the procedure for seeking 
permission to forego a GRC filing.  We will not limit the rate changes 
sought in these filings to the rate of inflation.  However, interim rates 
under Section 455.2(c), when approved, will be subject to refund and 
shall be adjusted upward or downward back to the effective date of the 
interim rates upon the adoption of final rates by the Commission at the 
conclusion of a GRC scheduled under the RCP.  This procedure will only 
apply during our transition to the new RCP when the new RCP plan 
delays a water utility’s GRC beyond the three-year cycle set forth in 
Section 455.2(c).  We decline to adopt CWA’s suggestion to permit 
utilities to file applications.  Applications will unduly complicate the RCP 
schedule and create numerous inefficiencies.  Furthermore, the advice 
letter process addresses all of CWA’s concerns.” 
 

And in compliance with Appendix A, Section II. B. of the Rate Case Plan (page 
A-2): 
 

“A water utility that experiences a delay beyond three-years in filing a 
GRC application due to the transition to the RCP schedule may seek to 
implement an interim rate change via an advice letter.   
 
Such filing will not excuse a utility from filing its future GRCs according to 
the RCP schedule.  These interim rates, when approved, will be subject 
to refund and shall be adjusted upward or downward back to the effective 
date of the interim rates with the adoption of final rates by the 
Commission at the conclusion of a GRC scheduled under the RCP.   
 
The procedures herein will only apply during our transition to the RCP in 
instances when the RCP schedule delays a GRC for any water utility 
beyond the three-year cycle set forth in Section 455.2.” 

 
To garner authority to implement interim rates and the corollary memorandum account 
the Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) in the subject proceeding must issue a Ruling 
approving such a request.  In compliance with the Ruling requirement and in response 
to Cal-Am’s motion for interim rate relief filed on June 6, 2017 the ALJ in A.16-07-002 
issued a Ruling on September 8, 2017 granting Cal-Am’s request: 

 

“IT IS RULED  
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1. In accordance with Public Utilities Code Section 455.2, California-
American Water is authorized to file with the Commission, by Tier 1 
Advice Letter, a tariff implementing interim rates for its service territories 
and establishing a memorandum account to track the difference between 
the interim rates and the final rates adopted by the Commission in this 
proceeding. 

2. The interim rates may increase rates by an amount equal to the rate of 
inflation as compared to existing rates. 

3. The interim rates may become effective no sooner than January 1, 2018.” 
 

Request: 
Cal-Am requests authorization to establish interim rates in the Monterey (Monterey 
County) and Dunnigan Waste Water District by filing tariffs that increase present rates 
by 2.2% as set by the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) as of 
November, 2017 provided by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.   
 

Tier Designation: 
These tariffs are submitted pursuant to General Order No. 96-B and this advice letter is 
designated as a Tier 1 filing. 
 

Effective Date: 
Cal-Am requests that the tariffs discussed above be made effective January 1, 2018. 
 

Service List: 
In accordance with Section 4.3 of General Order No. 96-B, a copy of this advice letter is 
being sent to those entities listed in Exhibit A.   

 

Protest and Responses: 
Anyone may respond to or protest this advice letter. A response supports the filing and 
may contain information that proves useful to the Commission in evaluating the advice 
letter.  
A protest objects to the advice letter in whole or in part and must set forth the specific 
grounds on which it is based. These grounds may include the following: 
 
(1) The utility did not properly serve or give notice of the advice letter; 
 
(2) The relief requested in the advice letter would violate statute or Commission order,  
or is not authorized by statute or Commission order on which the utility relies; 
 
(3) The analysis, calculations, or data in the advice letter contain material errors or 
omissions; 
 
(4) The relief requested in the advice letter is pending before the Commission in a 
formal proceeding; or 
 
(5) The relief requested in the advice letter requires consideration in a formal hearing, or 
is otherwise inappropriate for the advice letter process; or 
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(6) The relief requested in the advice letter is unjust, unreasonable, or discriminatory 
(provided that such a protest may not be made where it would require relitigating a prior 
order of the Commission.) 
 
A protest shall provide citations or proofs where available to allow staff to properly 
consider the protest. 
 
A response or protest must be made in writing or by electronic mail and must be 
received by the Water Division within 20 days of the date this advice letter is filed. The 
address for mailing or delivering a protest is:  
 
Tariff Unit, Water Division, 3rd floor  
California Public Utilities Commission,  
505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94102 
water_division@cpuc.ca.gov 
 
On the same date the response or protest is submitted to the Water Division, the 
respondent or protestant shall send a copy by mail (or e-mail) to us, addressed to:  
 

Recipients: E-Mail: Mailing Address: 
Jeffrey T. Linam ......................  
Director – Rates & Regulation 
 

Jeffrey.Linam@amwater.com .........  4701 Beloit Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95838 
Fax: (916) 568-4260 
 

Sarah Leeper ..........................  
Vice President – Legal, 
Regulatory 
 

sarah.leeper@amwater.com ...........  
 

333 Hayes Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Fax: (415) 863-0615 
 

Kamilah Jones.........................  
Financial Analyst – Rates & 
Regulatory  
 

Kamilah.jones@amwater.com ........  4701 Beloit Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95838 
Fax: (916) 568-4260 
 

 
Cities and counties that need Board of Supervisors or Board of Commissioners approval 
to protest should inform the Water Division, within the 20 day protest period, so that a 
late filed protest can be entertained. The informing document should include an estimate 
of the date the proposed protest might be voted on. 
 
If you have not received a reply to your protest within 10 business days, contact this 
person at (916) 568-4222. 
 

CALIFORNIA-AMERICAN WATER COMPANY 
 

_____________________________________ 
Jeffrey T. Linam 

Director - Rates & Regulation 
















